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A message from Commissioner  Mike Strain D.V.M. 
 

 
 

 
Sincerely,     

              

                                 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
Spotlight on Employees 

 
Warren Joseph, DVM 
Veter inary Medical Officer  (VMO) 
Flor ida Par ishes 
 
Warren Joseph was born and raised in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
He currently resides in Mandeville with his wife of 20 years, the 
former Euna Harbert. Warren attended LSU in Baton Rouge for 
his undergraduate studies and graduated from the LSU School of 
Veterinary Medicine 1979. Dr. Joseph was in a private mixed-
animal practice in Tylertown, Mississippi until 1984. He then 
joined the Louisiana Department of Agriculture & Forestry, 

Dr. Robbins was ESF 11 
Coordinator  dur ing  
Gustav and Ike. 

After careful consideration, I am 
appointing Dr. Brent Robbins to 
the position of Deputy 
Commissioner of the Louisiana 
Department of Agriculture & 
Forestry.  I have the utmost 
confidence in his abilities and I 
ask that each of you support him 
in the days ahead.  We face many 
challenges and together we will 
address them.    Thank you all 
for your hard work and 
dedication to animal agriculture. 

Dr. Brent Robbins 
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Office of Animal Health Services in 1985 as a Field VMO and is in charge of 8 parishes. 
Dr. Joseph serves as the LDAF Johne’s Disease Coordinator and Contagious Equine 
Metritis (CEM) Coordinator and served as the Florida Parish Task Force Leader in 
LDAF’s Incident Command Organizational Chart during hurricanes Gustav and Ike 
disaster response. Warren’s hobbies include fishing and gardening. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Disease Updates in Louisiana 

 
Contagious Equine Metr itis  

 
On December 15, 2008, a quarter horse stallion in central Kentucky was 
diagnosed positive for Taylorella equigenitalis, the bacterium that causes 
contagious equine metritis (CEM) which is a contagious venereal disease of 
horses. A total of 15 stallions and 5 mares have now been confirmed to be 
positive for CEM by USDA’s National Veterinary Services Laboratories 

(NVSL). None of the positive horses have yet been identified as the source of the 
outbreak and the epidemiologic investigation is on-going.  An additional 726 CEM 
exposed horses are located in 46 states and are at various stages of the testing regimen to 
determine their CEM status.    
 
Louisiana is one of the states with a "contact" stallion that spent time at the same 
Kentucky breeding stable at which the index case was disclosed. Louisiana also has a 
mare that was artificially inseminated with semen from one of the positive stallions in 
Wisconsin. The Louisiana stallion has since completed the testing protocol and been 
released and the mare will be cultured for T. equigenitalis after she foals in May.   
 
CEM is considered a foreign animal disease in the United States. It was first discovered 
in Europe in 1977 and has appeared in the United States only twice outside quarantine 
stations where stallions are required to be tested and treated before being released. More 
information on CEM can be found at the following sites:  
www. pr omedmai l . or g   
 
www. aphi s. usda. gov/ newsr oom/ hot _i ssues/ cem/ i ndex. sht ml  
 

Equine Herpes Virus 
 
 On December 23, 2008, a 3-year-old filly in Barn 4A at the Fair Grounds Racetrack in 
New Orleans was diagnosed positive for equine herpesvirus. The animal had displayed 
neurological signs so she was transported to Rood and Riddle Veterinary Hospital in 
Lexington, Kentucky, where the diagnosis of EHV-1 (wild strain) was made.  Dr. Tom 
David, the Louisiana Racing Commission Veterinarian, was notified, and he contacted 
the State Veterinarian Henry Moreau on December 26th. Dr. Moreau sent veterinarians 
from LDAF and the LSU School of Veterinary Medicine to the Fair Grounds Racetrack 
to collect diagnostic samples from the remaining 72 horses housed in Barns 4A & 4B. 
Diagnostic specimens (buffy coat and nasal swab) were shipped to the Kentucky 
Livestock Disease Diagnostic Lab in Lexington and to the Louisiana Animal Disease 
Diagnostic Lab (LADDL) in Baton Rouge.  Procedures were then established to control, 
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eradicate, and protect the track against further spread of the disease at the track.  Training 
facilities that regularly send horses to the Fair Grounds as “Race and Go Horses”  (i.e. 
those that arrive to race and depart on the same day) were also inspected. No further 
cases of EHV have been disclosed at the track in N.O. 
 
Equine herpesvirus is a viral disease more commonly known as rhinopneumonitis. It may 
present as a severe respiratory infection, but it may also cause a neurological disease, or 
abortion in pregnant mares. There is a vaccine, but the immunity conferred is relatively 
short-term. Horses on the show or racing circuit are often vaccinated against EHV every 
6 months.  More information can be found at:  
www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/nahss/equine/ehv/equine_herpesvirus_brochure_2009.pdf 
 

Bovine Tr ichomoniasis 
 

Trichomoniasis is a bovine venereal disease that can cause substantial 
reproductive and economic loss in cow-calf operations that use natural 
service. The disease is caused by the protozoan Tritrichomonas foetus 
(T. foetus), and is commonly referred to as ‘ trich’ . Bulls can become 
chronic, asymptomatic carriers of T. foetus, because the organism can 
live in the microscopic folds of a bull’s penis and prepuce. However, 

infections in cows can result in early embryonic death, abortion, pyometra (pus-filled 
uterus detected at pregnancy exam), or infertility, influencing the reproductive 
performance and economic profitability of a cow-calf operation.   This disease is being 
diagnosed more frequently in many parts of the United States, and a few cases have been 
recently diagnosed in Louisiana.  An emergency declaration was made by the LDAF 
Board of Animal Health to declare Trichomoniasis as a reportable disease and to require 
all out of state non-virgin bulls to be tested for trichomoniasis before entering Louisiana 
(LAC 7:XXI.339). More information on the disease and the full emergency declaration 
can be seen on the Animal Health Services website at: 
www.ldaf.state.la.us/portal/Offices/AnimalHealthServices/tabid/62/Default.aspx 
 

Tr ichomoniasis Seminar  at LSU 
 

To help Louisiana veterinarians better understand the disease and LDAF’s new reporting 
regulations, a Trichomoniasis seminar was held at the LSU School of Veterinary 
Medicine on Friday, March 27, 2009. The event was sponsored by LDAF, LSU 
Cooperative Extension, and Fort Dodge Pharmaceuticals. 
Continuing Education hours will be provided pending approval 
by the La. Board of Veterinary Medicine. Highlights included 
a free lunch for seminar participants provided by Fort 
Dodge and a wet lab presented by Dr. Ted Shope of Bayou 
South Animal Hospital in Lake Charles. Dr. Shope has 
considerable clinical experience with trichomoniasis in cattle. 
Dr. Shope displayed the materials used in testing bulls 
for trich and then demonstrated his technique for testing and 
preserving samples for the diagnostic lab.  
                  
               Dr. Shope demonstrates as 
                   Dr . Mack Lea watches.   



 4 

Repor table Diseases 
 

For more information on diseases that are required to be reported to the Louisiana Office 
of the State Veterinarian, access our website at:  
http://www.ldaf.state.la.us/portal/Offices/AnimalHealthServices/VeterinaryHealthDivisio
n/ReportableDiseases/tabid/342/Default.aspx 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Emergency Management News 

 
National Incident Management System-Incident Command System 

 (NIMS-ICS) Training 

 
The Louisiana Department of Agriculture & Forestry is the lead response agency in two 
Emergency Support Functions (ESF) of the Louisiana Emergency Operations Plan (the 
state’s all-hazards emergency response plan). ESF-4 
addresses firefighting. ESF-11 addresses emergency 
protection of the food supply, protection of animal and 
plant agriculture, pet and service animal evacuation and 
sheltering and emergency fuel allocation. LDAF is 
developing a department-wide Incident Management 
Team under the Incident Command of State Veterinarian 
Henry Moreau. LDAF personnel are taking online 
training in NIMS-ICS in order to participate on the team.
              
              LDAF personnel par ticipate in  
                        on-line ICS training. 
 
 

LDAF Sends Pet Crates to Nor th Dakota 
 

The Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry recently 
provided 600 pet crates to officials coordinating evacuations from 
flood-threatened areas in Fargo, North Dakota. 
LDAF Commissioner Mike Strain, D.V.M., said experiences with 
hurricane evacuation in Louisiana have shown that residents in 
threatened areas are much more likely to participate in 

recommended evacuations if they know there is a plan to take care of their pets. “So 
many states have helped us in our time of need and now we’ re happy to provide whatever 
service we may to North Dakota,”  Strain said. “We’ve been through it and we have the 
resources and experience.”   The crates were loaded onto a FEMA transport truck and 
shipped on Wednesday, April 1, 2009. 
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Billy Sproles, an employee at LDAF’s Monroe facility, loads cages onto a 
FEMA truck for  transpor t to Fargo, Nor th Dakota. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please feel free to offer 
comments, critiques, 
articles, or questions from 
the field to Animal Health 
Services Newsletter. You 
may reach us at 225-925-
3980 or email us at the 
addresses below: 
 
hmoreau@ldaf.state.la.us 
martha@ldaf.state.la.us 
dstacy@ldaf.state.la.us 

 
This public document is 
offered in electronic form 
only and has been pre-
pared by the Louisiana 
Department of Agriculture 
& Forestry, Office of 
Animal Health Services 
for the purpose of 
electronically providing 
and disseminating 
agricultural information. 

 
 

Visit us online at: 
 

www.ldaf.state.la.us 
or 

www.ldaf.la.gov 


